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SENTENCE TYPES
Stage SixStage One Stage Two Stage Three Stage Four Stage Five

Description

Approx. Vocab. Size

MLU-M Range

MLU-M Mean

Sentence Types

Talking with one word at a time

up to 75 words

1

1

Talking with two and three 
word phrases

Building phrases and early sentences Learning grammar and sentence 
structure

Using sentences and phrases with 
more grammar endings

Using correct grammar and syntax

75 to 200 + words

1.5 - 2.5

 2

200 to 1000 words

2.5 - 3.0

2.75

1000 to 2000 words

3.0 - 3.75

3.5

2000 to 3000 words

3.75 - 4.5

4

3000+ words

4.5+

S + V + O
S + V + A 
V + O + O
V + O + A 
Q + X + Y 
V + S
S + V + O + A
S + V + O + C
S + V + O + O
Q + V + O + O
Q + V + S

Agent
Object
Action
Possession

Primary Sources: 
Quad Profile by Russell T. Cross 
Language Development in the Preschool Years by Gordon Wells For best viewing, print on legal-sized paper. ala : 09/09

S + V      You eat  
V + O     Go home
V + A      See puppy
S + O     Daddy car
Q + X     What eat?

S  –
V  –
O  –
C  –
A  – 
Q  –

Subject; the theme or topic of the clause
Verb; actions, sensations, or states of being
Object; who or what has been affected by the verb
Complement; an item that gives more information about another clause element
Adverbial; information about time, manner, frequency, and location
Question word

Abbreviation Key:

and    I like to play and you come too

I eat apple
Mommy eat fast
Give daddy cookie
Want daddy tonight
Where daddy gone?
Can you?
I go park tomorrow
You want car fast
Daddy give me apple
Who give me the apple
Where is he?

SENTENCE TYPES

Primary Sources:
Quad Profile by Russell T. Cross
Language Development in the Preschool Years by Gordon Wells


